Student Essay on Ordinary People -
Control

Ordinary People - Control by Judith Guest

The following sections of this BookRags Literature Study Guide is offprint from Gale's
For Students Series: Presenting Analysis, Context, and Criticism on Commonly Studied
Works: Introduction, Author Biography, Plot Summary, Characters, Themes, Style,
Historical Context, Critical Overview, Criticism and Critical Essays, Media Adaptations,
Topics for Further Study, Compare & Contrast, What Do | Read Next?, For Further
Study, and Sources.

(c)1998-2002; (c)2002 by Gale. Gale is an imprint of The Gale Group, Inc., a division of
Thomson Learning, Inc. Gale and Design and Thomson Learning are trademarks used
herein under license.

The following sections, if they exist, are offprint from Beacham's Encyclopedia of
Popular Fiction: "Social Concerns”, "Thematic Overview", "Techniques", "Literary
Precedents”, "Key Questions", "Related Titles", "Adaptations”, "Related Web Sites".
(c)1994-2005, by Walton Beacham.

The following sections, if they exist, are offprint from Beacham's Guide to Literature for
Young Adults: "About the Author"”, "Overview", "Setting", "Literary Qualities”, "Social
Sensitivity", "Topics for Discussion”, "ldeas for Reports and Papers". (¢)1994-2005, by
Walton Beacham.

All other sections in this Literature Study Guide are owned and copyrighted by
BookRags, Inc.



%BOOKRAGS

Contents

Student Essay on Ordinary People - CONIOl ...t eeeeeeeeeeeeeeieieenen,

(O0] 01 (=) 11 YT T T T T T T T T T

Ordinary PEODIE = CONEION. . iu ittt ettt ettt e et eiieeeeieiene,




A

DX:I BOOKRAGS

Ordinary People - Control

Judith Guest shows the reader that for one to succeed on a quest for order one must go
through different events and have their ups and downs. In the book Ordinary People,
the main character,Conrad goes thorugh a series of events during the quest for order.
He expriences the loss of innocence when his brother dies, he expriences the questing,
seeking, searching stage when he talks about his problems, and he also goes through
the resolution stage by figuring things out.

This author thinks that if one gains control they might be able to control their
surroundings. Berger explains to Con about controlling his anger and Con learns how to
gain control. For example, When his dad tells him that his mom has gone on a trip and
wouldn't be back for a while, Con was ready to snap at his dad, but he then realized that
he had matured he had to calm down. Con, "Why did she do that? Was she in such a
damn hurry she couldn't even say good-bye™ "Never mind. | know why." Dad, " No, you
don't---" Con, "yeah, | do. And | see your problem, too. You just can't come out with it,
can you? First you have to check around, make sure there aren't any razor blades---"
Dad, "That's not funny! You think that's funny™ Con, "No," "I'm sorry."

My belief on all this is that you have to go through alot of events in order to go through
the quest for order. | agree with the author about gaining control. | think that if one gains
control they would be able to control their actions and emotions. It would be eaiser for
them to get around in life, if everything in this world relies on control.
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