
Dimethyltryptamine (Dmt) Encyclopedia 
Article

Dimethyltryptamine (Dmt)

The following sections of this BookRags Literature Study Guide is offprint from Gale's 
For Students Series: Presenting Analysis, Context, and Criticism on Commonly Studied 
Works: Introduction, Author Biography, Plot Summary, Characters, Themes, Style, 
Historical Context, Critical Overview, Criticism and Critical Essays, Media Adaptations, 
Topics for Further Study, Compare & Contrast, What Do I Read Next?, For Further 
Study, and Sources.

(c)1998-2002; (c)2002 by Gale. Gale is an imprint of The Gale Group, Inc., a division of 
Thomson Learning, Inc. Gale and Design and Thomson Learning are trademarks used 
herein under license.

The following sections, if they exist, are offprint from Beacham's Encyclopedia of 
Popular Fiction: "Social Concerns", "Thematic Overview", "Techniques", "Literary 
Precedents", "Key Questions", "Related Titles", "Adaptations", "Related Web Sites". 
(c)1994-2005, by Walton Beacham.

The following sections, if they exist, are offprint from Beacham's Guide to Literature for 
Young Adults: "About the Author", "Overview", "Setting", "Literary Qualities", "Social 
Sensitivity", "Topics for Discussion", "Ideas for Reports and Papers". (c)1994-2005, by 
Walton Beacham.

All other sections in this Literature Study Guide are owned and copyrighted by 
BookRags, Inc.



Contents
Dimethyltryptamine (Dmt) Encyclopedia Article                                                                                ............................................................................  1

Contents                                                                                                                                          ......................................................................................................................................  2

Dimethyltryptamine (Dmt)                                                                                                                ............................................................................................................  3

2



Dimethyltryptamine (Dmt)
This drug is a member of the HALLUCINOGENIC substances known as indoleamines. 
These are compounds that are structurally similar to the neuro-transmitter 
SEROTONIN. Although found in certain plants and, according to some evidence, can be
formed in the brain, DMT is synthesized for use. Its effects are similar to those produced
by LYSERGIC ACID DIETHYLAMIDE (LSD), but unlike LSD, DMT is inactive after oral 
administration. It must be injected, sniffed, or smoked.

DMT has a rapid onset, usually within one minute, but the effects last for a much shorter
period than those produced by LSD—with the user feeling "normal" within thirty to sixty 
minutes. This is because DMT is very rapidly destroyed by the enzyme monoamine 
oxidase, which metabolizes structurally related compounds, such as serotonin.

Figure 1 DMT
The dose amount of DMT is critical, since larger doses produce slightly longer, much 
more intense, and sometimes very uncomfortable "trips" than do lower doses. The 
sudden and rapid onset of a period of altered perceptions that soon terminates is also 
disconcerting to some users. DMT was known briefly as the "businessman's LSD"—one
could have a PSYCHEDELIC experience during the lunch hour and be back at work in 
the afternoon. It has, however, in fact never been a widely available, steadily obtainable,
or popular drug on the street.
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