[image: ]
Methane Encyclopedia Article
Methane
The following sections of this BookRags Literature Study Guide is offprint from Gale's For Students Series: Presenting Analysis, Context, and Criticism on Commonly Studied Works: Introduction, Author Biography, Plot Summary, Characters, Themes, Style, Historical Context, Critical Overview, Criticism and Critical Essays, Media Adaptations, Topics for Further Study, Compare & Contrast, What Do I Read Next?, For Further Study, and Sources.
(c)1998-2002; (c)2002 by Gale. Gale is an imprint of The Gale Group, Inc., a division of Thomson Learning, Inc. Gale and Design and Thomson Learning are trademarks used herein under license.
The following sections, if they exist, are offprint from Beacham's Encyclopedia of Popular Fiction: "Social Concerns", "Thematic Overview", "Techniques", "Literary Precedents", "Key Questions", "Related Titles", "Adaptations", "Related Web Sites". (c)1994-2005, by Walton Beacham.
The following sections, if they exist, are offprint from Beacham's Guide to Literature for Young Adults: "About the Author", "Overview", "Setting", "Literary Qualities", "Social Sensitivity", "Topics for Discussion", "Ideas for Reports and Papers". (c)1994-2005, by Walton Beacham.
All other sections in this Literature Study Guide are owned and copyrighted by BookRags, Inc.
Contents
This table of contents needs to be updated
Methane
An organic compound with the chemical formula CH4, methane occurs naturally in air at a concentration of about 0.0002 percent. It is produced in processes such as the anaerobic decay of organic matter, the growth of certain types of plants, and the belching of cattle. Methane is the major component of natural gas, making up about 85 percent of that fuel. Environmental scientists are increasingly concerned about methane as a possible greenhouse gas. Like carbon dioxide, methane traps heat reflected from the earth and, therefore, may contribute to global warming. Increases in agricultural and dairying activities have resulted in an increase in methane production, possibly contributing to climate change.
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Greenhouse Effect; Greenhouse Gases
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